
Between 1st May 2014 and 13th February 2015, the Airport trialled two new routes for aircraft de-
parting to the south. This is because we have extended our runway and cannot continue using the 
departure routes that existed before.  
 
The  trial is now complete and we submitted our Airspace Change Proposal to the Civil Aviation Au-
thority (CAA) on 27th May 2015 and it is for the CAA to make the final decision. 
 
It was back in 2012 when we met with the CAA to notify them that we would formally commence an 
Airspace Change Proposal to change the flight paths to the south of the Airport, as a result of the 
extension to the runway.  Since then we have used this series of leaflets to keep residents informed 
of our progress and now, as we near the end of the process, in this the fifth edition, we have taken 
the opportunity to review and remind residents of what has happened since then. 
 
We’re also looking forward at some of the issues which have been thrown up by the process and 
which are ongoing so that communities can be re-assured that 
we are continuing to take all possible steps to limit the impact of 
the airspace change on affected neighbourhoods.  We hope 
you find it useful and informative. 

What’s going on with the Airspace Change Trial?         August 2015  



2 Airspace Change Timeline 
Reviewing the Airspace Change Process.  
 
May 2012  The Airspace Change Community Focus Group meets for the first time. Its role is to use  
   the experience and knowledge of local representatives to assist the Airport in following  
   the CAP 725 process before going to public consultation 
 
January 2013 Public Consultation on Airspace Change Proposals launched. This covers new routes de
   signed for aircraft heading North and for aircraft heading South after taking off from Runway 
   15.  A series of ‘roadshow’ events is held in the most affected communities 
 
April 2013  Following community representation, a new Option for southbound departures (Option 6)  is 
   published, the consultation is extended by five weeks and more ‘roadshow’ events are  
   staged 
 
August 2013 The Airport Company submits its Airspace Change Proposal to the CAA, with  Option 5 
   as its preferred option for southbound departures  
 
November 2013 Given the marginal environmental differences and the announcement of trials at other UK 
   Airports, the Airport Company announces a trial of both Options to establish the actual  
   noise difference between the two using a portable noise monitor 
 
May 2014  Trial begins, alternating operations between the two Options on  a monthly basis 
 
June 2014  Option 6 is discovered to have been incorrectly coded. Aircraft are not flying the centreline 
   of the route  
 
August 2014 Community Stakeholder Forum established to facilitate better communication between the 
   Airport Company and affected communities - see below for members 
 
October 2014 Stakeholder Forum meets to discuss preliminary trial results 
 
November 2014 Continuous trial of revised and correct Option 6 begins 
 
February 2015 Trial ends. Airport Company announces intention to continue flying Option 6 until the CAA 
   reaches its final decision 
 
May 2015  Stakeholder Forum meets to discuss the issues which have emerged from the Trial and the 
   Airport Company’s proposed measures to address them (covered in this leaflet) 
 
May 2015  Airport Company formally submits Option 6 for approval by the CAA 
 
October 2015 CAA expected to announce its decision 

Community Stakeholder Forum Members 
 
SMBC - Bickenhill Ward    Cllr Alison Rolf 
SMBC - Meriden Ward     Cllr Ken Alsopp , Cllr David Bell, Cllr Tony Dicicco 
SMBC - Bickenhill Ward    Cllr Bob Sleigh 
Balsall Common Residents Assoc’   Dave Ellis   
C’ de Barnes Residents Assoc’   Dave Cuthbert  
The Hampton Society     Dewi Morgan  
Barston Resident      David Elliott 
Balsall Parish Council     Cllr Mark Tattum   
Barston Parish Council     Cllr David Read   
Berkswell Parish Council   Cllr Richard Lloyd 
Bickenhill Parish Council    To be confirmed  
Hampton Parish Council    Cllr Mike Bloomer   
SMBC Director Places     Ann Brereton 
SMBC Airport Monitoring Officer  Beverley Hill 
Caroline Spelman MP 



3 

 
The trial involved the use of a noise monitor to gather data to determine the noise level differential between 
Options 5 and 6 in Barston. Similarly, the noise monitor was used to determine the noise level differential 
between Options 5 and 6 in Balsall Street East. The key issue to be determined was whether or not there 
was a discernible difference in noise between options 5 and 6 at each location. In the context of human hear-
ing, ‘discernible’ is defined  as 3dB(A) or more. 
 
The trial revealed that at Barston -  where the distance between the centrelines of the two options is around 
400 metres - there is no discernible difference in noise between the two options. However, at Balsall Street 
East, where the distance between the two options is around one kilometre, there was a discernible differ-
ence.  
 
As a result, we submitted Option 6 as our preferred option to the CAA. 

Option 6 
 
Option 6 Departures showing concentration of tracks achieved with RNAV procedures 
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Produced by: 
The Sustainability Team 
Diamond House 
Birmingham Airport 
Birmingham B26 3QJ      
 
Email: environmentteam@birminghamairport.co.uk  

Progress on continuing issues 
We recognise that, following the end of the trial, issues 
remain and we are committed to finding solutions. 
 
Aircraft heading north: 
For aircraft departing south, but turning north to reach desti-
nations in Scotland or across the Atlantic. 

Though not part of the trial, during the process it emerged 
that there was a disparity between the performance of tur-
boprop and jet aircraft types, causing the former to fly clos-
er to Balsall Common than was anticipated.   

We remain committed to making technical amendments to 
the design of the RNAV northbound turn, with the aim of 
enhancing performance to the benefit of communities in 
both Barston and  Balsall Common. Specifically, this is to 
address the issue that while jet aircraft fly close to the cen-
treline of the turn, turbo-prop aircraft such as the Dash 8 are 
tending to fly further south, still within the Noise Preferential 
Route (NPR - shaded blue), but closer to Balsall Common.  

We have now met with our procedure designers and can 
further report that Flybe have agreed to assign an experi-
enced Captain to the project who will bring his extensive 
knowledge to a series of simulator trials to assess the effec-
tiveness of the new route.  
 
These sessions will be funded by the Airport Company and 
represent a significant investment by both parties, who are 
committed to achieving the best possible outcome for affect-
ed communities. This remains a lengthy process involving 
submission to the CAA for approval and then ensuring all 
airlines are aware of the new procedure through the Aero-
nautical Information  Service’s ‘AIRAC’ (Aeronautical Infor-
mation Regulation & Control) cycle. We anticipate it will pro-
ceed according to the timetable in the box. 
 
At the same time we will be redesigning the  northbound 
turn for aircraft using conventional, or non-RNAV proce-
dures where the poor performance of some aircraft is result-
ing in overflights of Hampton in Arden. 
We anticipate these changes will be implemented by 
the summer of 2016 
 

Noise Preferential Route Ceilings  
Departing aircraft are required to remain within the Noise Preferential Routes (NPR) until they reach 3000 
feet. Thereafter, they may be vectored by Air Traffic Control, causing a degree of dispersion. Our Stakeholder 
Forum has asked us to consider raising the NPR ceiling to 4,000 feet, as there is a view that this will have the 
effect of keeping aircraft within the NPR for longer on departure. In response to a request from the Stakehold-
er Forum, we gave a commitment to investigate the impact of raising the NPR ceiling and a three-month trial 
began on 1st August. This will apply to both north and southbound NPRs and will enable us to assess the im-
pact of raising the ceiling on the noise climate for nearby communities.  We will report any impact to the 
Stakeholder Group. 

Above: RNAV Departures, N’bound Turn; 737- 800 green, Q400 
Dash 8 blue   
Below: Non-RNAV Departures overflying Hampton in Arden 

Timetable for Improvements 
 
Procedure Design    Aug/Sep ‘15 
Flight Validation     Sep/Oct ‘15 
CAA Technical Design Approval Oct/Nov ‘15 
Submission to AIS   Nov ‘15 
Estimated Operational Date  Summer ‘16 


