
On 6th April 2016, the Civil Aviation Authority ann ounced its decision supporting Birming-
ham Airport’s Airspace Change Proposal for ‘Option 6’ to become the permanent flight path 
for aircraft taking off to the south of Birmingham Airport. However, a number of the issues 
are still to be fully resolved and here we provide an update on the current situation. (Readers 
may wish to refresh their understanding of some of the terminology by referring to earlier up-
dates) 1. 

The Northbound Turn…. 
The Northbound Turn refers to aircraft departing south, but turning north to reach destinations in Scotland or 
across the Atlantic. During the Airspace Change Process it emerged that there was a disparity between the 
performance of turboprop and jet aircraft types on the new RNAV northbound turn, causing the former to fly 
closer to Balsall Common than was anticipated.  At the same time it became clear that some aircraft flying 
non-RNAV, or conventional Northbound Turns were overflying Hampton in Arden. To address these issues, 
we committed to making technical amendments to the design of the Standard Instrument Departure Route 
(SID) for the northbound turn.   

..as it relates to Balsall Common 

Recognising that a full redesign of the RNAV 
SID, to address the issue of turboprop aircraft 
flying south of the SID centreline, and there-
fore closer to the northern part of Balsall Com-
mon, would be a lengthy process, we commit-
ted to work with the airlines to develop an in-
terim solution. We can confirm that we are in 
dialogue with the airlines and that the process 
is well underway. However, we are not deal-
ing with a straightforward situation. We under-
stand that the airlines have varying proce-
dures for carrying this forward; for example, 
one airline requires that the SID be published 
before the work can be undertaken. We must 
recognise therefore that the changes are not 
likely to happen overnight and that we are un-
likely to find ourselves in a situation where all 
airlines will implement them on a specific 
date. We understand this will cause frustra-

tion in local communities but we are working to make this happen as soon as is possible and will continue our 
dialogue with the Stakeholder Forum to provide updates as the situation develops. 

.and Hampton in Arden 

A new conventional SID became operational on 26th May. This will be used by the small number of aircraft, 
such as Jetstream 41s and ATR Turboprops, which are unable to fly 
RNAV SIDs and have previously been overflying Hampton in Arden. It 
aims to take these aircraft further south before turning, to more close-
ly mirror the centreline of the SID.                                     continues over   
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We are aware that news of the new procedure may be causing some confusion locally and it is interesting to 
note that in recent weeks we have seen an increase in complaints from Hampton where residents appear to 
be associating disturbance with these movements. Complaints are being received in numbers which  do not 
correlate with the very small number of aircraft actually flying the new procedure. What we believe to be the 
case is that residents are continuing to be disturbed by aircraft flying south which, while they do not directly 
overfly the centre of the village, nevertheless fly close enough to be seen and heard. The majority of these 
aircraft will be flying (in line with the Standard Instrument Departure or SID) straight ahead, adjacent to 
Hampton, before commencing a small turn at 2.2 nautical miles. This is Option 6 which the CAA has now de-
cided will be the permanent flight path for aircraft heading south. This route has been in operation since No-
vember 2014 and our monitoring shows that aircraft are flying this very accurately.  With the exception of the 
new conventional route explained above there has been no change to procedures since this date.  

Owing to the fact that there are only a very few operations are using the new procedure each day, and that 
we have predominately seen Runway 33 in use since its introduction, we do not yet have sufficient data to 
establish the success of the new SID, but we will provide updates as we gather more information on how it is 
performing. 

‘MOSUN’ Departures 

‘MOSUN’ is a departure route where aircraft flying to destinations such as southern Ireland, Portugal and the 
Canaries fly a route that equates to Option 5 and therefore impacting Balsall Street East We committed to 
changing these operations so that they reflect the track over the ground of Option 6 and this involved the is-
suing of a Supplementary Instruction to form part of the UK Air Pilot which we can confirm was published on 
1st June. A one month interval is required for the instruction to become effective and so these changes will 
take effect from 1st July. It is worth remembering that this is a non-standard departure, not a SID, which will 
be flown manually and we will be closely monitoring how aircraft are performing on this route, reporting back 
in due course. 
 
Raising the NPR Ceiling to 4,000 feet 

Following the results of the 3 month trial to establish if there was any community benefit to be gained by not 
permitting aircraft to be taken off their SID routeing until an altitude of 4,000 feet had been achieved, we 
agreed to implement this for all southbound departures (see the last issue for full details). Again, the instruc-
tion for this was published on 1st June and will become effective from 1st July.  

Further Trial 

Finally, residents may be aware that in its decision notice2, the Civil Aviation Authority required the Airport 
Company to conduct a trial for the use of Option 5 for all non-jet aircraft departing runway 15. This was dis-
cussed at the Community Stakeholder Forum meeting on 8th April 2016 and on Friday 22nd April, the Airport 
Company, together with David Read from Barston Parish Council and Mark Tattum from Balsall Parish Coun-
cil and the Chair of the ACC, met with the CAA to further clarify the requirement and scope of the trial. This 
was a very useful meeting and engagement is ongoing to establish a methodology and a timetable for the 
trial. As soon as we have this we will provide an update. 

1 Earlier editions of Community Update available at: 
   https://birminghamairport.co.uk/about-us/community-and-environment/aircraft-noise/flight-path-changes/community-updates/ 

   2 Available at: 
      https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-change/Decisions/Birmingham-Airport-Runway-15-departure-routes/ 
 
Community Stakeholder Forum Members 
 
SMBC - Bickenhill Ward    Cllr Alison Rolf 
SMBC - Meriden Ward    Cllr Ken Alsopp , Cllr David Bell, Cllr Tony Dicicco 
SMBC - Bickenhill Ward    Cllr Bob Sleigh 
Balsall Common Residents Association  Dave Ellis   
C’ de Barnes Residents Association Dave Cuthbert  
Barston Resident     David Elliott 
Balsall Parish Council    Cllr Mark Tattum   
Barston Parish Council    Cllr David Read/ Cllr Rowena Lyon   
Berkswell Parish Council   Cllr Richard Lloyd 
Hampton Parish Council    Cllr Mike Bloomer   
SMBC Director Places    Ann Brereton 
SMBC Airport Monitoring Officer  Beverley Hill 
Caroline Spelman MP 


